Youth Parliament
of British Columbia

Alumni Society Loy fp=f7
(408 - 7191 Barnet Road
fod | _Burnaby. BC VSA 1L

CITY OF KELOWNA (604) 728-0-1-16
registrar(@beyp.org

SEP 11 2007
8 September 2007

Dear Sir or Madam:
Re: British Columbia Youth Parliament, 79" Parliament

The British Columbia Youth Parliament’s 79" Parliament will be held in Victoria at the Provincial
Legislative Chambers from December 27 to 31, 2007. The Youth Parliament is a province-wide non-
partisan organization for young people ages 16 to 21. It teaches citizenship skills through participation in
the December parliamentary session and in community service activities throughout the year.

I invite you to encourage eligible youth from your municipality or region to apply to sit as members of the
Youth Parliament. Youth Parliament is non-partisan, and applicants need only be interested in learning
more about the parliamentary process and in serving their community. Each municipal or regional
government may nominate two applicants,

I have enclosed an application form and a pamphlet about BCYP. | encourage you to make the application
form and pamphlet available to interested young people and to make copies of the forms as needed. If
your municipality sponsors a “youth of the year” award or has a municipal youth council, young people
with that sort of initiative and involvement are ideal candidates for our organization. A soft copy of the
form is available from our website at www.beyp.org/session, along with soft copies of the pamphlet and
an informational poster.

All application forms must be received by October 24, 2007, Selected applicants will be notified in early
November. If you require more information, please contact me by telephone or e-mail as indicated above,
or visit our website at www.beyp.org.

Yours truly,

D
o s

Dora Turje
Registrar, Youth Parliament of BC Alumni Society

Sponsoring the British Columbia Youth Parliament
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Why We Are A |
BC Youth Parliament began as the TUXIS Older

‘

Boys’ Parliament, meeting for the first time in
1924. It began under the umbrella of the
National TUXIS Movement of the United Church
of Canada. After the Second World War, the
Older Boys' Parliament began to expand, and in
the 1960s it became independent from the
United Church. In 1974, upon the admittance
of girls, it became BC Youth Parliament and in
2007, will be holding its 79" Session.

Every year, between December 27" and 31¥,
95 representatives of youth organisations from
across British Columbia (the
"Parliamentarians”) gather at the Legislative
Chambers in Victoria for the annual session of
British Columbia Youth Parliament. Members sit
independents; they do not represent any
itical party and they vote according to their
individual consciences on all issues. They learn
about parliamentary process, debate topics of
interest, and plan numerous activities for the
upcoming vyear. Proposed activities are
presented in the form of government bills; once
passed they must be put into effect. This is
where BCYP differs from other Youth
Parliaments in that BCYP is not a “model” or
"mock” parliament; the legislation actually
translates into positive action in the community.

All S5 of our members are volunteers; people
who sacrifice a week of their winter vacation to
debate and legislate the projects we attempt,
as well as sacrificing the countless days, weeks,
and months to follow through with them. Why
do we do it?

Because we can.
And more importantly, because we care.

British Columbia Youth Parliament
(BCYP) is youth taking responsibility and
initiative to make a positive impact in their
communities. Essentially, BCYP is a non-
profit, non-partisan, vyouth, service
organisation. For a full year, 95 members
pool their resources, creativity and
determination for one purpose: to advance,
better, and improve the lives of the youth of
British Columbia.

Our motto is “Youth Serving Youth”. Through
various projects, BCYP fulfills this motto.
However, our organisation differs
tremendously from any other youth service
group in a number of ways.

We reach out further to the hands of British
Columbians that need it most; we operate,
develop, and fundraise for projects entirely
initiated by ourselves; and we accomplish
projects that few other organisations even
attempt. We are about the youth of British
Columbia maximizing their potential to give
back to the community. This is BCYP.

For more information about BCYP, donating,
or getting involved please visit

www.bcyp.org
or
www.campphoenix.ca
or
contact the Premier at premier@bcyp.org

For registration information please contact
our, Registrar at registrar@bcyp.org
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PERSONAL STATEMENT

At the Parliamentary Session in Victoria, Members of BCYP participate in parliamentary debating and plan activities
and community service for the upcoming year. During the year, Members are responsible for service and
fundraising in their communities, and organize and participate in projects such as a children’s summer camp, an
auction, a youth conference, Regional Youth Parliaments, fundraising events and other service and debating
activities.

Please attach a one-page personal statement, outlining:
1. Why you would like to be a Member of BCYP;
2. What type of activities you currently are or intend to become involved in your community;
3. With reference to the preceding paragraph, how you believe you can personally contribute to BCYP
and/or to its activities.

YOUTH PARLIAMENT EXPERIENCE

Have you attended BCYP before? (] Yes (] No
If yes, do you wish to become a member of the Alumni Society?

LI ves L) no L] Already on the list
Have you attended a Regional Youth Parliament?
] Yes il No If yes, which one?

How did you hear about BCYP?
[] From a teacher / group coordinator [] saw a poster / brochure [ ]

[] Other:

In a newspaper or newsletter

[[] From a member or alumnus of BCYP or a RYP
(please specify: )

EMERGENCY INFORMATION

BC Medical (CareCard) Number:

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name(s): Alternate Telephone: ( )

Alternate Telephone: ( )

Alternate Emergency Contact: Telephone: ( )

CONSENT & WAIVER

In consideration for acceptance to British Columbia Youth Parliament (BCYP), the undersigned .on behalf of the
Applicant and all heirs, executors and administrators, consents to all necessary medical treatment and waives any
and all claims for damages against BCYP and the Youth Parliament of British Columbia Alumni Society, and their
directors, officers, and agents for any and all injuries or loss which the Applicant may suffer during, or in connection
with any BCYP Session, trip, camp or any other activity.

Applicant’s Signature:

If under 19, Signature of Parent or Guardian:

Printed Name of Parent or Guardian Signing:

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

Complete the attached application form and forward it
with your personal statement and registration fee to:

Dora Turje, Registrar
208 — 7191 Barnet Road
Burnaby, British Columbia V5A 1E1

Fax: (604) 298-4859

Applications must be received at the above address by
Wednesday, October 24, 2007. Please send by Canada
Post (lettermail, Xpresspost, or Priority Courier service).

Note: Applications received by fax by the deadline will be
considered, however any acceptance will not be final until
the original form and registration fee is received.

REGISTRATION FEE

The regular registration fee is $280 for each Member,
however this year due to financial assistance from the
Victoria Foundation and Coast Capital Savings Foundation
grants are being given to all Members, reducing the fee to
$155. A cheque or money order in the amount of $155
made payable to the Youth Parliament of B.C. Alumni
Society must be sent with the application form. Further
financial support is available to qualified applicants.
For more information, please contact Dora Turje,
Registrar, at (604) 728-0446 or registrar@bcyp.org.

Registration fees for applicants not accepted will be
immediately returned.

CANCELLATION FEE

Members who cancel after having been advised of their
acceptance will have the registration fee refunded less a
$25 cancellation fee. The registration fee will not be
refunded for cancellations made within fourteen days of
the Session, or if travel tickets have been purchased for
the Member.

YOUTH PARLIAMENT OF BC ALUMNI SOCIETY

BCYP is sponsored by the Youth Parliament of B.C. Alumni
Society, a registered, non-profit organization composed of
past members of BCYP.

The Alumni Society is grateful for the generous support of
the Coast Capital Savings Foundation and Victoria
Foundation.

C coastcapital,

7™, SAVINGS FOUNDATION

VICTORIA
FOUNDATION

Information & nominnlio l'ofm

financial Support Available to
Qualified Applicants




